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Nexans qualifies high voltage cable to world record water depth to
create power connection across a Norwegian Fjord
For BKK’s new power connection across the Fensfjorden, Nexans has qualified its 420 kV
XLPE power cable design for use in water depths down to 550 meters. This development
opens up new possibilities to create higher voltage subsea links in deeper locations than ever
before.
Paris La Défense, July 22, 2019 – Nexans, leader in advanced cabling systems, solutions
and services, has completed the final type-test to qualify its state-of-the-art 420 kV XLPE
subsea cable for installation at a world record depth of 550 meters.
The cable type-testing, carried out by Nexans Norway, is a vital preparation for a project to
create a subsea power interconnector crossing Fensfjorden, a fjord close to Bergen in Norway,
which is approximately 8 km wide and 526 meters at its deepest point.
The Fensfjorden project forms part of a broader plan
by BKK Nett AS, one of Norway’s largest power
companies, to strengthen the electrical grid in Western
Norway. This includes a new 420 kV connection
between Modalen-Mongstad that will ensure a stable
and reliable power supply to over 420,000 residents,
businesses and industry facilities throughout the
region.
Ivar Rolfstad, Nexans Project Manager, said: “We have every reason to be proud of what we
have accomplished. We have pushed the technological boundaries and our own previous
world records!”
This new world record follows a previous record, also set by Nexans, with a 20 km 420 kV
XLPE cable installed in 390 meters of water in the fjord of Hjeltefjorden, Norway.
Nexans has developed and produced the Fensfjorden cable at Nexans Norway facility in
Halden. Installation on the bed of the fjord will be performed by Nexans’ own cable-laying
vessel, C/S Nexans Skagerrak, later in 2019.

About Nexans
Nexans brings energy to life through an extensive range of advanced cabling systems, solutions and innovative services. For over
120 years, Nexans has been providing customers with cutting-edge cabling infrastructure for power and data transmission. Today,
beyond cables, the Group advises customers and designs solutions and services that maximize performance and efficiency of
their projects in four main business areas: Building & Territories (including utilities, e-mobility), High Voltage & Projects (covering
offshore wind farms, submarine interconnections, land high voltage), Telecom & Data (covering data transmission, telecom
networks, hyperscale data centers, LAN), and Industry & Solutions (including renewables, transportation, Oil & Gas, automation,
and others).

Corporate Social Responsibility is a guiding principle of Nexans’ business activities and internal practices. In 2013 Nexans became
the first cable provider to create a Foundation supporting sustainable initiatives bringing access to energy to disadvantaged
communities worldwide. The Group’s commitment to developing ethical, sustainable and high-quality cables also drives its active
involvement within leading industry associations, including Europacable, the NEMA, ICF or CIGRE to mention a few.
Nexans employs nearly 27,000 people with industrial footprint in 34 countries and commercial activities worldwide. In 2018, the
Group generated 6.5 billion euros in sales.
Nexans is listed on Euronext Paris, compartment A.
For more information, please visit: www.nexans.com
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