
 

 

PRESS RELEASE  

Nexans completes high voltage cable project to connect Kype Muir 
wind farm to Scotland’s power grid 

The  132 kV underground power cable connection project illustrates Nexans’ capability to 

provide  excellence in project delivery including design, manufacture, civil works, installation, 

jointing and commissioning. 

Paris La Défense, January 8, 2019 – The Scottish Government has set an ambitious target 

for renewable energy resources to meet 100 percent of the country’s gross annual electricity 

consumption by 2020. Large onshore wind farms will play a key role in meeting this target, 

such as the 88 megawatt (MW) Kype Muir wind farm, where Nexans has just completed a 

project to provide a 16 km 132 kilovolt (kV) underground grid connection for SP Energy 

Networks. 

With a total capacity of over 10 gigawatt (GW), Scotland’s renewable electricity generation 

sector is now over three times bigger than it was at the end of 2008. Onshore wind is the 

biggest single renewable technology, accounting for over 74 per cent of installed capacity. The 

Kype Muir wind farm comprises 26 turbines and is a flagship development for the Banks 

Group. It is located around 5 km from the town of Strathaven in South Lanarkshire.  

A key element in the wind farm project is the 16 km underground cable connection required to 

link the new 132 / 33 kV SP Energy Networks substation at the Kype Muir site with the existing 

Coalburn 400 / 132 kV grid substation. SP Energy Networks awarded the contract for this 

connection to Nexans France based on its proven capability to meet a challenging project 

timescale of just eight months while providing project delivery of services including design, 

manufacture, and delivery of the cable, civil works (excluding duct installation), cable laying, 

design and supply of the cable accessories, jointing and commissioning. 

To provide the three individual phases for the grid connection, Nexans has supplied a total of 

around 50 km of cross-linked polyethylene (XLPE) insulated cable with an aluminium 

conductor and an aluminium welded sheath, manufactured at Nexans Benelux factory in 

Charleroi, Belgium. The accessories, manufactured at Nexans Switzerland’s plant in Cortaillod, 

include six FEV outdoor terminations and 60 cross-bonding joints with associated link boxes.  

David Raftery, Project Unit Manager, Integrated & Circuits Programmes, SP Energy 

Networks said: “The Kype Muir to Coalburn 132 kV undergound cable was a challenging 

project but good working relationships between SP Energy Networks and Nexans project 

teams led to a positive outcome. Nexans’ commitment to meet a challenging programme was 

recognised by all involved in the project.” 

 

Mike Rintoul, Head of Project Delivery at Nexans commented: “The success of the Kype 

Muir project further demonstrates Nexans’ expertise in project delivery for wind farm projects 

with a demanding schedule and environment. We are also delighted to have further enhanced 

our working relationship with SP Energy Networks from our UK office in Edinburgh, after the 

successful execution of a similar wind farm project at Kilgallioch and other recent substation 

projects at Wishaw, Windyhill and Maentwrog.”  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

About Nexans 

As a global leader in advanced cabling and connectivity solutions, Nexans brings energy to life through an extensive 
range of best-in-class products and innovative services. For over 120 years, innovation has been the company’s 
hallmark, enabling Nexans to drive a safer, smarter and more efficient future together with its customers.  
Today, the Nexans Group is committed to facilitating energy transition and supporting the exponential growth of 
data by empowering its customers in four main business areas: Building & Territories (including utilities, smart grids, 
emobility), High Voltage & Projects (covering offshore wind farms, submarine interconnections, land high voltage), 
Telecom & Data (covering data transmission, telecom networks, hyperscale data centers, LAN), and Industry & 
Solutions (including renewables, transportation, Oil & Gas, automation, and others). 
Corporate Social Responsibility is a guiding principle of Nexans’ business activities and internal practices. In 2013 
Nexans became the first cable provider to create a Foundation supporting sustainable initiatives bringing access to 
energy to disadvantaged communities worldwide. The Group’s commitment to developing ethical, sustainable and 
high-quality cables drives its active involvement within several leading industry associations, including Europacable,  
the National Electrical Manufacturers Association (NEMA), International Cablemakers Federation (ICF) or CIGRE to 

mention a few.  
Nexans employs more than 26,000 people with industrial footprint in 34 countries and commercial activities 
worldwide. In 2017, the Group generated 6.4 billion euros in sales. Nexans is listed on Euronext Paris, compartment 
A. 
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