Press release

Nexans receives two CMS Awards of the year 2002 for its work
in superconductivity

Paris, March 21, 2002 - Nexans has received two CMS 2002 Awards - one Crystal
and one Gold - for its contribution to the CMS (Compact Muon Solenoid) Detector
project. The CMS Detector is a multipurpose high-performance detector designed to
study the fundamental constituents of matter. The prizes recompense the excellent
quality of Nexans' service in the supply of the low-temperature superconducting cables
sheathed in extruded aluminium.

The CMS is a massive advanced-technology detector weighing 12,500 tonnes.
Resulting from a worldwide collaboration between 1700 physicists in 32 countries, it
can identify all the particles produced in the proton-proton collisions at the LHC (Large
Hadron Collider) installed at the CERN (European Nuclear Research Center), and give
a precise measurement of their energy levels.

During the award-giving ceremony held at the CERN in Geneva, Boris Dardel, the
Nexans CMS project manager stated "these prizes are an implicit acknowledgement of
the quality of our company's work. They highlight the crucial role Nexans played in the
CMS project, which has resulted in the world's largest-ever superconducting solenoid
magnet". This magnet will surpass all others in size and the quantity of energy stored.
Measuring 6 metres in diameter and 13 metres in length, it will create a magnetic
induction of 4 teslas, which means that the 2.5 Giga joules of stored energy will be
sufficient to melt 18 tonnes of gold.

Nexans has already delivered the bulk of the 50 km of aluminium-sheathed
superconducting cables produced in its Swiss manufacturing plant in Cortaillod. The
first prototype cable measuring 1000 metres was delivered at the beginning of 2000,
and production will reach completion in the course of 2002.

About Nexans

Nexans is the worldwide leader in the cable industry. The Group brings an extensive range of advanced copper
and optical fiber cable solutions to the infrastructure, industry and building markets. Nexans cables and systems
can be found in every area of people’s lives, from telecommunications and energy networks, to aeronautics,
aerospace, automobile, building, petrochemical, medical applications, etc. Operating in 28 countries, Nexans
employs 18,000 people and had sales in 2001 of euros 4.8 billion. More information on www.nexans.com
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